
 

1 

 

 The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

November 7, 8 & 11, 2026 
 

 
WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME 
 

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship 
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of 
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written 
“News and Notes”. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 
darkness and put upon ourselves the armor of light now in the time of 
this mortal life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great 
humility, that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious 
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to life 
immortal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES 
The Day of the Lord is “darkness, and not light” (Amos 5:18, 20) for all 
who trust in their own righteousness and piety. The Lord will not accept 
their “burnt offerings and grain offerings,” nor will He look upon their 
“peace offerings” (Amos 5:22). Instead, He desires a heart of faith that 
trusts in Him, which lets “justice roll down like waters, and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:24) in love for the neighbor. In 
order for the “lamps” of our lives to burn brightly with such love, we must 
be filled with the “oil” of forgiveness through faith in our Bridegroom, 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 25:1–4). Therefore, as we await His coming, wisdom 
directs us “to the dealers” (Matt. 25:9), that is, to the ministers of His 
Gospel. Thus we wait upon the Lord, and we “encourage one another 
with these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Waking or sleeping, we are prepared 
to meet Him when He comes “with a cry of command, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God,” and “we will 
always be with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

1 Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! 
Death no longer can appall me; 
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! 
From the grave will Christ recall me. 
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Brighter scenes will then commence; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 
2 Jesus lives! To Him the throne 

High above all things is given. 
I shall go where He is gone, 
Live and reign with Him in heaven. 
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 
This shall be my confidence. 

 
3 Jesus lives! For me He died, 

Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart and act abide, 
Praise to Him and glory giving. 
All I need God will dispense; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 
4 Jesus lives! I know full well 

Nothing me from Him shall sever. 
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell 
Part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be my sure defense; 
This shall be my confidence. 

 
5 Jesus lives! And now is death 

But the gate of life immortal; 
This shall calm my trembling breath 
When I pass its gloomy portal. 
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 
Jesus is my confidence! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 Service of the Word  

 
Introit Psalm 84:1, 9–12; antiphon: v. 3 

P  Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for 
herself, where she may lay her young, at your altars, O 
LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

C  How lovely is your dwelling place, 
O LORD of hosts! 

P  Behold our shield, O God; 
look on the face of your anointed! 

C  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

P  For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows 
favor and honor. No good thing does he withhold from those 
who walk uprightly. 

C  O LORD of hosts, 
blessèd is the one who trusts in you! 

ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
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as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

ALL  Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your 
altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 
Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive 
our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead 
home His bride, the Church, that with all the company of the 
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redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding 
feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Amos 5:18–24 

18Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 
 Why would you have the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, and not light, 
 19as if a man fled from a lion, 
 and a bear met him, 
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 
 and a serpent bit him. 
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 
 and gloom with no brightness in it? 
21“I hate, I despise your feasts, 
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, 
 I will not accept them; 
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 
 I will not look upon them. 
23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
 to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24But let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem – Grades 3K-5K Choir (5:30) 

 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 
those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from 
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the 
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet 
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of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with 
the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took 
their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all 
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, 
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But 
the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us 
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 
10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, 
and the door was shut. 11Afterward the other virgins came also, 
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say 
to you, I do not know you.’ 13Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 
Offering (10:30) 
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516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 
1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 

The watchmen on the heights are crying; 
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
Midnight hears the welcome voices 
And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom comes, awake! 
Your lamps with gladness take! 
Alleluia! 
With bridal care 
Yourselves prepare 
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 

 
2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 
The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 
Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 
Now come, Thou Blessèd One, 
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 
Hail! Hosanna! 
We enter all 
The wedding hall 
To eat the Supper at Thy call. 

 
3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, 

Let saints and angels sing before Thee 
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 
Of one pearl each shining portal, 
Where, joining with the choir immortal, 
We gather round Thy radiant throne. 
No eye has seen the light, 
No ear has heard the might 
Of Thy glory; 
Therefore will we 
Eternally 
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Offering (5:30 and 8:00) 

 
Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

 Service of the Sacrament  

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
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Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
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“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 
mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant 
us peace. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the service. 
Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members 
of our congregation or sister congregations of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod, and are not under church discipline in another congregation. 
 
Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those who 
need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when he 
approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire, highly diluted 
wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the cup of water). Please 
tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he approaches you at the Communion 
Rail. 

 
Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal) 
 
Anthem – Grades 3K-5K Choir (5:30) 

 
631 - Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 

 
621 - Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 
814 - O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

 
Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what 
He has done. 
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Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His 
name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 
joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

509 Christ Is Surely Coming 
1 Christ is surely coming 

Bringing His reward, 
Alpha and Omega, 
First and Last and Lord: 
Root and Stem of David, 
Brilliant Morning Star; 
Meet your Judge and Savior, 
Nations near and far! 

 
2 See the holy city! 

There they enter in, 
All by Christ made holy, 
Washed from ev’ry sin: 
Thirsty ones, desiring 
All He loves to give, 
Come for living water, 
Freely drink, and live! 

 
3 Grace be with God’s people! 

Praise His holy name! 
Father, Son and Spirit, 
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Evermore the same; 
Hear the certain promise 
From the_eternal home: 
“Surely I come quickly! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come!” 

Text: © 1980 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005811 
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students 
entrusted to their care, along with their families. 
 
As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and 
families to your prayer list. 
 
For the month of November: 
 

• Rey Briones & Angel Valadez 

• Loraina Violetta 

• Ezra & Boaz Cigelske 

• Teagan Walkenhorst 

• Chloe Wettstein 

• Hailey & Nathan Boenisch 

• Jaxon, Griffin & Maverick Virant 

• Wesley Honegger 

• Evelyn Grunewald 

• Hazel Gartman 

• Lilyahna Gabrielse 
 


